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Cameroon 


26 Lebanese Nationals tioned 
AB141339 Paris AFP in French 1305 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 14 Dec (AFP)}—Twenty-six Lebanese 
nationals, and not about 40 as a Lebanese source dis- 
closed this morning, were questioned on 12 and 13 
December in Cameroon, the police and the Lebanese 
honorary consulate in Yaounde pointed out this morn- 
ing. These arrests took place in Yaounde, Douala, and 
Ngaoundere, the same sources pointed out. 


An investigation is under way on these people who are 
detained in a Yaounde villa, under “excellent condi- 
tions,” according to members of the Lebanese commu- 
nity. Those arrested belnng to several religious groups 
(Shi'ites of the Amal Movement; Sunis; and seven Chris- 
tians), thus excluding any political implication on both 
the Cameroonian and Lebanese sides. 


Lebanese sources say visa or resident permit problems 
could be the reason for these arrests. Several of those 
arrested have been living in Cameroon for several years 
now and own well-established businesses. 


The Lekanese honorary consul in Yaounde, Nazih al- 
Haje [spelling of name as received], as well as represen- 
tatives of the Lebanese community (about 300 people in 
the country), have made contacts with the authorities, in 
particular with the Ministry of Defense which is charged 
with the investigations. A meeting was expected to take 
place this afternoon. 


It has also been learned from reliable sources that the 
border police have ordered that no Lebanese national 
should travel out of Cameroonian territory. 


12 Released 14 Dec 
AB150846 Paris AFP in French 0739 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] Yaounde, 15 Dec (AFP)—Twelve of the 26 Leb- 
anese nationals questioned in several Cameroonian 
towns on 12 and 13 December were released yesterday 
evening, it was learned from a well informed Lebanese 
source in Yaounde. No charges were brought against the 
12, added the source who pointed out that their busi- 
nesses, which had been locked up. would be reopened 
this morning. One of those released has dual French and 
Lebanese citizenship, the source also pointed out. 


As for those still in detention, their questioning will 
continue today, but no charge has been leveled on any of 
them. Their detention and questioning took place “‘un- 
der excellent conditions,” a Lebanese source also stated. 
, The Cameroonian and Lebanese authorities have not yet 
| _ Officially given any reason for these arrests. 
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Congo 


Regional Committees To Combat AIDS 
AB141329 Dakar PANA in English 1200 GMT 
14 Dec 87 


[Text] Brazzaville, 14 Dec (ACI/PANA)—The national 
symposium on the dreaded disease AIDS (acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome), which was held from 9 to 
11 December in Brazzaville has proposed the setting up 
of regional committees to combat the disease in Congo 
and the improvement of rural health centres. The move 
is aimed at obtaining precise nation-wide statistics on 
the extent of the disease and more details about blood 
transfusion methods, regarded to be the major causes of 
the disease among infants. 


Research undertaken in Koulou region in south Congo 
showed that a high number of children born by serone- 
gative mothers contracted the AIDS virus after blood 
transfusion through the use of non-sterilised material. 


On curative side, the symposium recommended a diver- 
sification of therapeutical methods and the use of nutri- 
tive elements to stop infections which appear alongside 
AIDS. The symposium also recommended that tradi- 
tional healers be involved in finding a cure for AIDS and 
that when AIDS victims are admitted to hospitals, chief 
medical officers should ensure that medical personnel do 
not shun them. 


To help the population protect itself against the disease, 
the symposium recommended the use of preservatives, 
whose cost must be reduced. The symposium recom- 
mended free abortion for willing seropositive expectant 
mothers and obligatory blood tests for pregnant women 
in the third month of their pregnancy. 


Zaire 


Mobutu Speech at Franco-African Summit Noted 
AB141141 Kinshasa AZAP in French 
0900 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Kinshasa, 14 Dec (AZAP)—The 1 4th confer- 
ence of heads of state of France and Africa has come to 
a close. The summit’s deliberations centered mainly on 
solutions to the economic and political challenges facing 
Africa. 


Thus the attention of the participants at the Antibes 
summit was focused on the economic situation of Afri- 
can countries, a situation which is characterized by the 
fall and the instability in the prices of their raw materials 
and by their heavy foreign debt burden. Concerning this 
thorny issue, the address made by the MPR founding 
chairman—who was the first head of state invited to 
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speak during the inaugural session, following the tradi- 
tional speeches of the French president and the outgoing 
chairman —was a remarkable and positive contribution 
to the discussions on this problem of Africa’s foreign 
debt. 


In fact, President Mobutu proposed a new approach to 
the debt problem, pointing out the close links between 
the increase in the debt of African countries and the fall 
in the prices of their raw materials which are the major 
sources of export earnings for many countries on the 
continent. [passage omitted] 


Taking into account this situation, the founding chair- 
man called on the former colonial powers, which have a 
considerable moral debt toward Africa, to take a favor- 
able stand toward African countries, like Canada did 
when, at the recent summit of countries using French as 
a common language, it announced its decision to transfer 
[words indistinct] of contracted debts into (?funds) for 
equipment. However, President Mobutu pointed out 
that this appeal does not, in any way , amount to begging 
for charity, but rather it was a step to be taken in the 
name of justice and solidarity. To this end, he recalled 
Africa’s contribution to the war effort during the Second 
World War, and the introduction of the Marshal Plan 
which enabled Europe to rebuild itself. [passage omitted] 
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Receives Angolan Group; Returns 
AB141144 Kinshasa Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Excerpts] Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, founding chair- 
man of the party and president of the Republic, returned 
to Kinshasa late yesterday morning from Antibes, 
France, where he attended the 14th conference of heads 
of state of France and Africa on 11 and 12 December. 


[passage omitted] 


Marshal Mobutu gave details on the meeting he had on 
Saturday [12 December] with the Angolan delegation 
which attended the 14th Franco-African summit. He 
indicated that relations between Kinshasa and Luanda 
are being normalized to restore their relations of good 
neighborliness. The Guide of th. :volution, who was 
replying to a question on Angola’s accusations against 
his country during the traditional news conference given 
to mark the end of the summit, stated that he and the 
Ang ian delegation reviewed bilateral relations thor- 
oughly and that this week he will send a special envoy to 
President dos Santos: I am not saying that everything is 
well between my country and Angola, but it looks as 
though things are going to be well. Monday or Tuesday a 
Zairian envoy will be dispatched to Luanda to meet my 
Angolan counterpart to solve this issue once and for all. 
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Ethiopia 


Italians Shown ‘In Good Condition’ 
AU141059 Rome ANSA in English 1026 GMT 
14 Dec 87 


[Text] Rome, December 14 (ANSA)—A videotape of 
two Italian technicians kidnapped in Ethiopia Novem- 
ber 16 by anti-government guerrillas indicated that they 
were in good condition. 


Members of “The Revolutionary Army of the Ethiopian 
People” handed over the tape to an envoy from the RAI 
Italian state radio network in Khartoum. 


The tape, which was beamed over RAI channel two last 
night, showed Salvatore Rarone and Paolo Bellini while 
they showered and drank tea offered them by their 
captors. 


The guerrillas would not give any indication where the 
duo are being held but said they were being well treated. 


Kenya 


Paper Reports Shoot-out Along Uganda Border 
EA150950 Nairobi KENYA TIMES in English 
15 Dec 87 pl 


[Report by Henry Gathigira and Robert Irungu: “*Shoot- 
out at Kenya-Uganda Border—Kenya Police Repei NRA 
Soldiers”’] 


[Excerpts! Firing broke out on the Kenya-Uganda border 
at Busia yesterday, near the smugglers “paradise” (called 
the Fools Market) when armed soldiers of Uganda’s 
National Resistance Army (NRA) tried to breach 
Kenya’s territorial integrity. The Ugandan intruders 
reportedly suffered some casualties during the encoun- 
ter. 


Kenyan officials confirmed to “KENYA TIMES” last 
night that the aggressing Ugandan soldiers initiated the 
sporadic firing, which was promptly returned by Kenyan 
policcmen. [passage omitted] 


The permanent secretary in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr Bethwel Kiplagat, also confirmed the ince- 
dent. 


According to reliable sources, the NRA soldiers were 
apparently expecting to be reinforced by at least two 
army tanks which Kenyan security men spotted across 
the border on Ugandan territory. At nightfall the situa- 
tion along the common border was reported to be “calm 
but still tense”. 
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Meanwhile, the Kenyan high commissioner to Uganda 
called at the office of the Ugandan minister of state for 
foreign affairs earlier in the day and conveyed the 
Kenyan government’s strong protest at the day’s incident 
along the border. [passage omitted] 


Ugandan Troops ‘Repelled’ 
EA151212 Nairobi THE STANDARD 
in English 15 Dec 87 pl 


{[Unattributed report: “Fighting Erupts on Kenya- 
Uganda Border”’] 


[Excerpts] Heavy fighting erupted at the Busia border 
town yesterday afternoon as a contingent of invading 
Ugandan troops was repelled by Kenyan policemen, 
leaving six soldiers dead. 


The fighting, according to eye-witnesses and police 
sources, started when the Ugandan soldiers of the NRA 
[Nationai Resistance Army] tried to cross the border inito 
Kenya and were challenged by patrolling Kenyan police- 
men. Heavy shooting was reported and by late afternoon 
the fighting was still continuing. 


When “THE STANDARD” contacted the western pro- 
vincial commissioner, Mr Julius Kobia, in the afternoon 
the fighting was going on and he reported: “It is hot 
there”. 


Sources at the border town said the Ugandan troops were 
seen attempting the crossing at just around one o'clock. 
Their number could not be immediately established but 
eyewitnesses at the no-man’s-land zone said it was a large 
company. They started firing at the Kenyan policemen 
who challenged them at the Kenyan side of the border, 
the witnesses said. The policemen returned fire and 
reports said two NRA troops were killed. Some of the 
Ugandan troops tried to mix with fleeing traders at the 
border but were pursued by the policemen who had 
brought in reinforcement. 


The soldiers mission could not be established but their 
[words indistinct] into Kenya comes in the wake of the 
Kenyan Government's report of at least eight NRA 
incursions into Kenyan territory since mid-November. 


[passage omitted] 


Many traders interviewed in their homes by “THE 
STANDARD” said they were not certain of resuming 
normal business immediately. Many said that the Ugan- 
dan troop incursions usually resulted in killings of inno- 
cent people by the NRA soldiers, abduction, robbery and 
various forms of harassment. The reported Ugandan 
troop incursions usually took place at night and yester- 
day's daylight attempt took many border residents by 
surprise. 
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The Uganda Democratic Alliance (UDA), opposing the 
regime of President Yoweri Museveni, stated on Sunday 
that the NRA planned to attack refugee camps in Kenya. 


[passage omitted] 


Mr Apollo Kironde, president of the UDA, said they had 
firm evidence that Museveni’s armed incursions into 
Kenya were merely “a prelude to a major and planned 
attack on the refugee camps in Kenya”. Uganda had 
deployed the Army along the common border with 
Kenya and Ugandan sources claim that the troops are 
armed with Libyan military hardware. 


“Museveni wants to carry out merciless killings of our 
brothers and sisters who have sought refuge in Kenya,” 
Mr Kironde said. The UDA asked the UNHCR to 


protect Ugandan refugees. [passage omitted] 


A Kenyan administrative policeman on the Marachi 
border post had earlier on complained through signals to 
his bosses yesterday morning that NRA soldiers were 
concentrating troops on the border. The administrative 
policeman said the NRA were posing a threat to Kenyans 
at Soko Mjinga market at the border post, he told his 
superiors. The NRA troops continued to grow, forcing 
the Kenya police to send more of their men to the border 
post at midday as reinforcements. Tension built up as 
the forces on both sides sized each other. 


Then firing erupted. Kenyan government officials said 
NRA soldiers were the first to unleash the volley of 
gunfire. At about 2 p.m. the GSR [General Service 
Unit—paramilitary police] reinforcements took up posi- 
tions alongside the Kenyan policemen. 


Uganda 


Rebels Said To Capture 3 Government Ministers 
EA151002 Nairobi THE STANDARD in English 
15 Dec 87 p 6 


{Unattributed report: “Three Ministers Captured”: 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Three Ugandan ministers 
and four NRA [National Resistance Army] commanders 
were yesterday captured by rebels fighting the govern- 
ment in eastern Uganda, it was learned yesterday. 


The ministers, who were abducted after fierce fighting at 
Ngora in Kumi District where a public rally was going 
on, are the minister for youth and sports, Mr Stanislaus 
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Okurut; the deputy minister for veterinary services, Mr 
Edward Aporu; and the deputy minister for transport, 
Mr Ekinu. The Uganda People’s Army rebels who staged 
the raid also captured four NRA commanders who had 
accompanied the ministers. Eleven other Yoweri Muse- 
veni supporters were captured, it was said. 


The incident took place about 11 miles from Kumi. 
Reports said the NRA personnel protecting the ministers 
were overpowered and the ministers, who come from the 
area, were snatched to rebel camps at Agu and 
Mukongoro. [passage omitted] 


Prime Minister Receives DPRK Foreign Minister 
EA 142137 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 14 Dec 87 


jExcerpt] The visiting vice premier and foreign affairs 
minister of the DPRK, Mr Kim Yong-nam, has called on 
the prime minister, Dr Samson Kisekka, at his office in 
Kampala. Dr Kisekka and the Korean vice premier 
discussed matters related to bilateral cooperation 
between the two countries, promotion of the nonalign- 
ment policy, and the intensification of development 
activities particularly in the technical field. 


Dr Kisekka told the visiting premier of the circum- 
stances that led the NRM [National Resistance Move- 
ment] to the liberation struggle and how victory was 
achieved with support of the populace. Dr Kisekka 
lamented before his visitors over Uganda’s wasted 25 
years since independence, a catastrophic situation gen- 
erated by mismanagement. 


Vice premier Kim Yong-nam, stated that he was 
impressed by the commitment of Ugandans in the pro- 
duction sector especially in Jinja and Kampala, where he 
visited the two towns. 


He said Ugandans valued the stability restored (?to date) 
and manifested determination and vigor to utilize such 
peace and stability to work for their country’s future 
progress and prosperity. The visiting vice premier also 
advised that there was urgent need for developing coun- 
tries to wage a war against disease and poverty, as 
another measure towards ensuring comfortable living. 
[passage omitted] 


Des Santes Dismisses | « nomics Minister, Others 
MB141303 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] President Jose Eduardo dos Santos today relieved 
Comrade Maria Mambo Cafe of her portfolio as minister 
of state for social and economic affairs. Maria Mambo 
Cafe, a candidate member of the MPLA-Labor Party 
Political Bureau, had been appointed to that post by 
Decree No 8 of 3 February 1986. 


The portfolio of minister of state for social and economic 
affairs will be assumed by the head of government until 
a new minister is appointed. The presidential decree 
announcing the exoneration of Comrade Maria Mambo 
Cafe states that the decision was made for administrative 
reasons following the decisions adopted by the 20th 
ordinary session of the party’s Central Committee. 


In another decrse issued today, President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos relieved Deputy Foreign Trade Ministers 
Abilio Augusto Ferreira de Lemos de Almeida Gomes 
and Antonio Joao dos Santos from their posts. 


The head of government has also appointed Comrade 
Paulo Kizimbe Certeza as deputy provincial commissar 
of Uige and Comrade Herminio Joaquim Estrocio as 
ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
People’s Republic of Angola to the FRG. 


Botswana 


5 Hand Grenade Explosions; Motives Unknown 
MB141136 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] There have been two more explosions in Gabo- 
rone, bringing to five the number of such blasts since 
Friday. There were two blasts early this morning in the 
Bobtleng suburb of Gaborone and the adjacent village of 
Tiokweng. A 20-year-old boy was injured in the Bobtleng 
explosion. Shimanto Twabe of Mochudi in the Kgatleng 
district was treated for leg injuries at the Princess Parina 
Hospital and has been discharged. 


The head of the criminal investigations department, Mr 
Carlson Sekwababe said today the police investigations 
were continuing. There have been no arrests since the 
capital was rocked by a series of explosions 3 and 1/2 
days ago. The first two explosions occurred early Friday 
morning at Jinja and Broadhurst. They were followed 
later in the evening by another explosion to the business 
center of Gaborone, at the mall at the Botswana Book 
Center. This particular explosion caused extensive dam- 
age to property owned by the United Congregational 
Church of Southern Africa, the UCCSA. Police suspect 
the use of hand grenades in all the five blasts. The motive 
is still unknown. 
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In Tlokweng the explosion shattered a window in 2 house 
rented out to the tenant by the member of Parliament for 
Kgatleng, Tlokweng, Mr Washington Meswele. No one 
was injured in the blast. In all the incidents explosive 
devices had been hurled through the windows. 


Officials Say RSA Claims Reflect ‘Paranoia’ 
MB141152 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] Government officials in Gaborone say they are 
puzzled by the level of Pretoria’s official propaganda 
against Botswana, and they say this has grown to ridic- 
ulous proportions in the past few weeks. The officials 
have said that the level of propaganda has now devel- 
oped into some form of paranoia. There is hardly a day 
that passes, the officials say, without Botswana being 
blamed for one thing or another. 


Botswana is satisfied, they say, that it has discharged its 
obligations honorably by using available channels of 
communication to refute Pretoria’s allegations. They say 
it is disturbing that South Africa has chosen to ignore the 
diplomatic channels open to it. They say Pretoria is now 
communicating with the Botswana Government through 
the press. 


The official thinking in Gaborone is that South Aifrica 
may use its allegations to justify hostile or aggressive 
actions againsi Botswana. The officials maintain that 
South Africa keeps on repeating the same old story, that 
Botswana is harboring ANC guerrillas, and yet no proof 
of this is being provided by Pretoria. Botswana officials 
say, should such evidence be provided, the country 
would take action in accordance with its long established 
policy which is well known to the South Africans. By 
repeating the allegations, the officials say, South Africa 
cannot make them true. 


Botswana says it has tried in the past few weeks to 
ascertain the validity of the allegations of ANC connec- 
tions by dispatching top officials to Pretoria for meetings 
with their counterparts. Every official telex from South 
Africa in this regard, they say, had been promptly and 
adequately responded to. The officials maintain that the 
allegations remain vague and unsubstantiated, and it is 
difficult to respond to every allegation from Pretoria 
without being seen to be part of the propaganda cam- 


paign. 
Mozambique 


Rebels Reportedly Massacre 7 Save Villagers 
AU 141244 Paris AFP in English 1237 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] Lisbon, Dec 14 (AFP)}—Mozambique rebels 
slaughtered seven people, including three children, in an 
attack on the village of Save in the centre of the country 
last Tuesday, the Portuguese news agency LUSA 
reported Monday. 
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Quoting the military commander of Manica Province. 
the agency said the rebels. Selonging to the South Afn- 
can-backed Mozambique National Resistance (Renamo) 
movement had looted the village and set fire to several 
homes. 


Three children were stabbed to death with bayonets. 


Last week, government forces said they destroyed two 
Renamo bases in Manic2 Province at Vanduzi and 
Mupenga and had “liberated™ 50 villagers living under 
rebel control. 


Republic of South Africa 


Botswana Dismays Fozeign Affairs 
MB111319 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 11 Dec 87 


[Text] The Department of Foreign Affairs says it is 
dismayed about the Botswara Government's reaction in 
sending back the special communications equipment 
provided by South Africa. The department said in a 
Statement in Pretoria that the equipment had been 
supplied to enable South Africa to send urgent quoted 
to Botswana on matters relating to security. 
This would have made it possible for Botswana to take 
the necessary steps to stop terrorists from using its 
territory for acts of aggression against South Africa. 


The department also said that during the past 3 years 
South Africa had repeatedly offered to cooperate in a 
joint security operation to prevent ANC infiltration. 
However, Botswana had continually rejected this offer. 
In addition, Botswana security forces had showed no 
signs of tightening security along its borders with Zim- 
babwe and Zambia to counter ANC infiltration from 
there. 


Police Ban Scheduled Mbeki Cage Town Rally 
yp yy Johannesburg SAPA in English 1316 GMT 
14 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 14 SAPA—Police have banned a 
rally planned to take place in Cape Town tonight in 
honour of the released ANC leader, Mr Govan Mbeki, 
ates astaamasaaasaaaaataa laa 


The rally was prohibited in a notice placed in a special 
government gazette in Pretoria by the divisional com- 
missioner of police in the western Cape, Brigadier Ron- 
nie van der Westhuizen. The prohibition, in terms of 
State of emergency regulations, was in the interests of 
“public safety, maintenance of public order, and the 
termination of the state of emergency.” 


The rally, organised by the Mbeki Reception Committee 
to take place in the Good Hope Centre in Cape Town 
tonight, was in response to the restriction order placed 
on Mr Mbeki on Friday. 
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In terms of the order, he is restricted to the Port 
E}.zaveth magisterial area, and is prohibited from taking 
pai: «mM any press interviews or from contributing to or 
assisting in the preparation or compilation of material 
for any publication. 


Mass rallies planned for November 28 in Port Elizabeth 
and this last weekend in Athlone, Cape Town, at which 
Mr Mbeki was scheduled to speak, were prohibited in 
terms of the state of emergency regulations. 


Orange Free State Declares 1st Indian Group Area 
MB111534 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 11 Dec 87 


[Text] The first Indian group area in the Orange Free 
State [OFS] has been proclaimed in Harrismith. The 
historic proclamation followed talks in Bloemfontein 
between the administrator of the OFS, Mr Louis Botha, 
and the chairman of the Ministers’ Council of the House 
of Delegates, Mr Amichand Rajbansi. 


Mr Rajbansi hailed the move as a significant break- 
through in the reform process in South Africa. He said 
his administration would now concentrate on developing 
the area’s infrastructure and pinpointing other areas for 
future expansion. 


The opposition Solidarity and Progressive Reform Par- 
ties rejected the proclamation and called for the scrap- 
ping of the Group Areas Act. 


S. Botha CBS TV Film 
MB111019 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0838 GMT 
11 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria, DEC 11, SAPA—The full circumstances 
surrounding the making of a recently broadcast CBS 
television documentary entitled “Children of Apart- 
heid” was being investigated “with a view to taking 
whatever steps | find necessary,” the minister of home 
affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, said today. In a statement in 
Pretoria he said the film's “blatant distortion, exaggera- 
tion of negative aspect, misrepresentation of facts, bias 
and unfair comment” were “condemned with the con- 
tempt it deserves.” 


Mr Botha said the “breach of assurances and undertak- 
ings” given him by Columbia Broadcasting Systems in 
1986 and early this year “will be taken into account in 
determining further action on my part.” 


The minister said a copy of the film, produced in South 
Africa and televised this week in the United States, had 
been made available to him. 


“I have informed the network's representative in South 
Africa that I am at a loss of understand CBS’s motives 
and attitudes in creating and screening such tainted 
pictures of aspects of the present day South Africa. It is 
hard to think of a respectable reason why a national 
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television service in a civilised country should sink to 
such levels of disrespect for the accepted norms and 
standards of professional journalism.” 


The CBS representative had also been told the South 
African Government was “appreciative of well-founded 
criticism and fair reportage of the South African scene.” 
“But such blatant distortion, exaggeration of the nega- 
tive aspects and misrepresentation of facts; such bias and 
unfair comment: such a display of disrespect for truthful, 
accurate, balanced and objective reportage, is con- 
demned with the contempt it deserves,” Mr Botha said. 


“I am at present investigating the full circumstances 
surrounding the miking of the film with a view to taking 
whavever steps I find necessary.” 


“At this stage it would appear fair to say Mr (Walter) 
Cronkite, their chief narrator, was aware of the relevant 
scenarios and arrangements and that his collaboration 
with Mr (Brian) Ellis, the producer of the film, was 
predetermined. It would also appear fair to say that Mr 
Ellis was aware of the fact he needed a work permit to 
produce a film, or parts of a film, in South Africa. 
Finally, it appears fair to say the bureau chief of CBS in 
South Africa was aware that Mr Ellis was contravening 
the law by operating without a work permit and contrary 
to well established procedures and accreditations, and 
was aware of the collaboration between Messrs Cronkite 
and Ellis.” 


Mr Botha said: “The breach of assurances and undertak- 
ings given to me in Cape Town at the meetings with 
CBS’s Mr Buksbaum on March 10, 1986, and Messrs 
Cronkite and (Bill) Mutschmann on [words indistinct] 
this year, will be taken into account in determining 
further action on my part.” 


Also relevant was an article in the NEW YORK TIMES 
of November 5, which reported Mr Cronkite was denied 
a work visa by South Africa. A section of the article read 
as follows: “He (Mr Cronkite) was however granted a 
tourist visa, and he used that to enter the country, where 
he taped some scenes and conducted some interviews, 
apparently without the full knowledge of South African 
officials, according to several CBS news sources. Mr 
Ellis, the producer of the broadcast, said he too, entered 
the country without declaring his purpose and secretly 
conducted the bulk of the interviews for the broadcast.” 


Remarks Possibly Defamatory 
MB111745 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1032 GMT 
11 Dec 87 


{Text} Johannesburg Dec 11 SAPA—The statement by 
the rainister of home affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, about the 
television documentary “Children of Apartheid” could 
be defamatory, CBS bureau chief Mr W.F. Mutschmann 
said in Johannesburg today. 
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In a statement to SAPA he said: “The minister of home 
affairs has issued a statement about the television docu- 
mentary “Children of Apartheid™. 


“On the advice of my attorneys | have informed the 
minister that the statement may well be defamatory, and 
I have asked the minister to extend the embargo on the 
release of the statement. 


“Newspapers should exercise caution in referring to the 
Statement,” he said. 


in UK Buys Ads Discouraging ANC Support 
MB111504 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in Afrikaans 1400 GMT 11 Dec 87 


[Text] The South African Embassy in London has placed 
advertisements in a number of British newspapers, 
including the influential London TIMES, discouraging 
support for the ANC. The move follows the publication 
of a series of ANC advertisements in Britain calling for 
financial and moral support. 


The advertisement depicts black and white victims of the 
ANC car bomb explosion in Pretoria in 1979 and carries 
the slogan: How could you possibly support this organi- 
zation. The advertisement includes three quotations by 
ANC leaders. Among them are the words of Mrs Winnie 
Mandela which were quoted by the news agency 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE in April last year: With 
our boxes of matches and our necklaces we will liberate 
this country. The other quotations are by Oliver Tambo 
and Johnny Makatini. 


Interested parties are invited to approach the embassy 
for more information about the real situation in South 
Africa and the true nature of the ANC. 


Grenade Kills Suspected ANC Member 
MB150851 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0843 GMT 
15 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Dec 15, SAPA—A suspected ANC mem- 
ber was killed at a roadblock in the Orange Free State 
early today when a hand grenade he had in his hand as he 
got out of his car exploded, police headquarters in 
Pretoria announced. 


A policeman was slightly injured in the blast and another 
occupant of the dead man’s car was arrested, a spokes- 
man said. 


A quantity of hand grenades of Soviet origin were seized 
by police. 


The incident occurred about lam at a roadblock police 
set up on the main road between Bloemfontein an’ 
Welkom, near the town of Brandfort. Police were still 
investigating and no further details were immediately 
available. 
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Commentary Denies ‘Mass Support’ for ANC 
MB150526 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Station commer.tary] 


[Text] Certain distinctive features of the sudden upsurge 
in incidents of political violence in South Africa at the 
weekend should not go unmarked. 


The events took place against a background of months of 
steadily declining unrest in the black communities and 
renewed initiatives among political moderates of all 
races. In this situation, it is noteworthy that the week- 
end’s rash of violent actions occurred more or less 
simultanecusly in quite different parts of the country 
and showed significant common elements. 


South Africans have been expecting an escalation of the 
various forms of violence identified by the ANC as 
useful in its revolutionary strategy. At recent conferenc- 
es, ANC spokesmen have admitted that they hope once 
again to intensify their campaign of terrorism and intim- 
idation during the Christmas holidays. This has been 
confirmed by intelligence gathered by the country’s 
security forces, and essential preemptive steps, including 
the close monitoring of traffic across the Botswana 
border, have been taken. 


It is hardly coincidental that the weekend unrest was 
concentrated especially on two areas in which the ANC 
has suffered important setbacks lately. This is the con- 
text in which the widespread attacks on policemen, of 
which the murder of two policemen in Soweto was the 
most vicious, may be judged. In that incident a group of 
policemen travelling home after work was ambushed by 
terrorists armed with Russian weapons. Two died and 
three were wounded. In other incidents around the 
country, policemen suddenly found themselves the tar- 
get of stone-throwing mobs. Four were injured. 


In the past year the ANC has been under attack in the 
West for its policy of concentrating on civilians as the 
victims of its terrorist violence. Its credibility as an 
Organization claiming to be fighting on behalf of those 
very people has declined accordingly. 


ANC leaders, aware of the damage, have responded 
recently with statements that they would henceforth 
engage South Africa’s security apparatus directly. 


But the ANC’s biggest handicap has always been pre- 
cisely that it does not have the ability to go beyond 
random terrorism and confront South Africa's security 
forces. It simply does not have the mass support for its 
revolutionary program that it claims to have. So, the 
alternative seems to be to seek out targets which, while 
essentially softi—off duty policemen and policemen in 
routine law enforcement situations—car, be portrayed as 
an engagement of the so-called state security apparatus. 
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The other area in which the ANC has suffered a severe 
setback corcerns more than its image. Since the intro- 
duction of a siate of emergency, efforts to employ 
intimidation to gain control of urban black areas have 
been decisively countered. Acts of violence designed to 
eliminate or at least silence moderate black opinion, 
extending to gruesome murder: and the destruction of 
houses, have been progressively reduced, with a resultant 
decline in the ability of revolutionary groups to coerce 
black communities into mass destructive behavior. It is, 
therefore, not surprising either that the latest unrest has 
been characterized by attempts to revive the campaign 
through attacks on private dwellings and their occu- 
pants. 


The ANC and its cohorts are making their move to 
recover lost ground. The answer remains effec. ve coun- 
teraction to keep up the pressure. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 14 Dec 
MB150623 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0615 GMT 


15 Dec 87 


[Text] Pretoria Dec 15 SAPA—The SAP's overnight 
unrest report is as follows: 


At Slangspruit (Pietermaritzburg) a group of blacks 
attacked 2rd killed a 39-year-old black man. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB151001 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN oa NP ‘Quarrelling’ — “There are two icsues 
at present that must cause the NP concern—faction 
forming within the party and open quarreiling,” remarks 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 11 Decem- 
ber in the page 6 editorial. One issue revolves around 
who succeeds State President P.W. Botha when he 
retires. “That some members of the party are canvassing 
support for themselves is clear, not only from specula- 
tion in top Nationalist circles, but also from attempts by 
one or two prospective candidates to build up their 
public images by frequent public appearances and state- 
ments. Since a change in leadership is not imminent, it 
would be idle to speculate on who the likely next leader 
and state president will be, just as it is idle to speculate 
on who is supporting whom.” The editorial further says 
that “differences of emphasis within a party are tolera- 
ble” while “rank insubordination, or public quarrelling, 
however, is not.” 


CITIZEN Notes Demise of HNP —- The HNP “is dead,” 
and leader Jaap Marais “does not accept this.” But “he is 
so out of touch with politics! reality that he couldn't 
recognise anything of any consequence, least of al! the 
death of his party. Only a man as politically obtuse as " ‘r 
Marais would have failed to see that the Conservative 
Party intended to finish off the HNP at the time of the 
so-called unity talks that preceded the last election.” 
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STAR: Specia: Constables Failure — “The government 
should sernously review its decrsion to unleash barely 
trained special constables on the country’s volatile town- 
ships,” says johannesburg Ti/© STAR in English on 15 
December in a page 10 editorial. “The record so far 
Suggests the scheme has been a dangerous failure. often 
aggravating the problems it was supposed to solve. The 
shoot-out between the constables and members of the 
SAP in Seboken last week is just one of many acts of 
insubordination and questionable behaviour.” 


BUSINESS [ AY: Similarities Between Gorbachev, P.W. 
Botha -— Simon Barber writes on page 6 of Johannesburg 
BUS/NESS DAY in English on 15 December that the 
simalanities between Gorbachev and P.W. Botha “go well 
heyond mere words or mannerisms.” “Both men sit atop 
systems whose sole purpose is to keep their respective 
constituencies in perpetual power at the expense of the 
majority of their population.” “South African ‘glasnost® 
has entailed a number of tightly-controlied reforms in 
the apartheid laws and. more recently, such quickly 
vitiated stunts as the release of Govan Mbeki. Their 
efforts have been matched in the soi-distant private 
sector by Anglo American offering to give away a few 
powerless shares to its employees. The fact remains that 
neither Botha nor Gorbachev have the faintest interest 
in diluting or sharing the power of their respective elites. 
The difference is that the West is not going to give Botha 
the wherewithal to carry through his own version of 
co-optation through ‘perestroyka’.” 


SOWETAN on SADF Television Program — In the 
“Opinion” column on page 4 of Johannesburg SOWE- 
TAN in English on 15 December Joe Thioloe comments 
on the television program on the SADF by Cliff Saun- 
ders, saying Saunders “forgot to mration that it is not 
the sophistication and quantity of weapons that wins a 
war, it 1s not sophisticated training that wins it. It is the 
morality of what one is fighting for that wins or loses 
wars.” “Our boys on the border’ are defending a system 
that relegates blacks to the lowest status in their society. 
It 1s the all-knowing whites who have to make decisions 
for us. We are forever children in the land of our 
fathers.” But “blacks will continue fighting apartheid 
until it really dies, that is until they can tegally run their 
own lives and the affairs of their country.” 


BURGER Critical of Perkins Sanctions Call — A page | 8 
editorial in Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 
11 December says “what U.S. ambassador to South 
Africa, Edward Perkins, has done is virtually umheard of. 
In article in a South African magazine he speaks in 
f —_. Of selective sanctions against this country.” “As 
a .bassador of his government it would be capected that 
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his statements correspond with those of his President, 
who hardly two months ago spoke out strongly against 
sanctions.” “It certainly looks as if Perkins needs to 
brush up on his homework.” 


NAMIBIAN: Reselution 435 Implementation Unlikely 
— Gwen Lister says in the “Political Perspective” col- 
umn on page 10 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN that 
South Africa will not implement the UN Resolution 435 
plan “because of fear of a SWAPO government. The 
SADF will not withdraw from Namubia, at least not until 
they have secured a ‘place in the svn’ for Savimbi, who 
would presumably then boot SWAPO out of Angola: 
leaving the SA Government free to do what it wants in 
Namibia. The South Africans would also prefer to keep 
the war on Namibia's northern border (where they claim 
Namubians represent 72 percent of the security forces) 
thus keeping their own losses as low as possible, and 
keeping the “communist onslaught’ beyond the Cunence 
rather than closer to home on the Orange.” 


Criticism “f Police Assault on Detainees -- The page | ! 
editorial says “in his address which was widely publi- 
cised by the state-controlled media, the interim govern- 
ment cabinet chairman, Mr Jannie de Wei, heaped 
praise on Koevoet [Crowbar. police unit] and castigated 
those who criticise Koevoet for its excesses. May we 
remind Mr de Wet that a Supreme Court judge earlier 
tis year in the course of a judgement, admonished 
certain members of the police (which included a semor 
member of Koevoet) for assaults on detainees. and 
referred to the assaults as ‘brutal’, and concluded, cor- 
rectly in our view, that ‘what it (the police condut 
referred to) amounts tu, is that the police are doing 
exactly what they are there to prevent’.” 


SUIDWESTER in Favor of White Namibian Election — 
Windhoek DIE SUIDWESTER in Afrikaans for 11-17 
December says in a page 4 editorial “the reaction of 
some member parties of the transitional government to 
the decision by the South-West Africa National Party to 
go ahead with an election, creates certain doubts as to the 
motives of these parties.” The editorial refers specifically 
to the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA), the South- 
West Africa National Unity, and SWAPO-Democrats. 
“Especially the reaction of DTA’s Mr Mudge is impor: 
tant because he is m/nister of government affairs, and by 
questioning the legality of the elections, he 1s creating the 
impression that the Cabinet may try to prevent such an 
election.” The parties which are resisting the election 
“should not be upset if we believe that we are dealing 
with an African phenomenon whereby those who have 
been elected to parliament once are reiuctant to relin- 
quish their seats. In this way a mockery is made of the 
democracy they professed to implement.” 
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Burkina Faso 


Defense Minister Returns From Libya, Algevia 
AB131423 Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[Text] The minister of popular defense and security. 
Comrade Boukary Jean-Bapiiste Lingani. 


We return with very good impzcssions and want to take 
this Opportunity to once again thank the Algenan .nd 
Libyan people for their kindness towards the Burkinaby 
people. [end recordin<,; 
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Receiving the Soviet delegation. the poli**cal counselor 
for CDR’S, Lieutenant Colonel Assasie, said Ghana is 
impressed by the efforts of the Soviet leadership and 
peoole to achieve world peace. He said the cadres and all 
Ghanaians are grateful to the Soviets for their help 
toward realizing the goais of the 31 December Revolu- 
bon. 


Replying. the leader of the delegation. Dr Reznikov, said 
the visit has convinced him end his colleagues that the 
revoluticnary effort im the country has aiready yielded 
positive results. He advised the cadres to observe (?cau- 
tious) discipline as they play a crucial role in national 


development. 


Sesth African Pan- Africanist Delegation Visits 
AB1I21027 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 12 Dec 87 


[Text] A four-man [as heard] delegation led by the 
chairman of the | an-Afmcanist Congress of South Afn- 
ca, Mr Johnson Mlambo. has arrived in Accra for a 
l-week visit to Ghana. Speaking to newsmen on his 
arrival. he said the delegation would bref the govern- 
ment on the st:aggle in South Africa. He 
establishment of an Afnmcan high command 
useful if only « would enhance the defense of 

Fronthine States. Mr Miambo said the destabilization of 
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efforts of the liberation movement. 


According to him. the first task of the high command 
should be to safeguard these democracies and the gains 
of the Afncan revolution. Mr Miambo said the com- 
mand should then go on the offensive on the side of the 
liberation movements. He urged the liberation move- 
ments not to fear that their refugee communities and the 
economies of the would be targets for the racist defense 
machinery. He said there 1s a growing awareness among 
the people of South Afinca that apartheid 1s an evil that 
cannot be reformed but eliminated. 


Meets With PNDC'S Annan 
AB142034 Acca Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Dec &7 


[Text] A three-man [as heard] delegation of the Pan- 
Africanist Congress [PAC] of South Africa today had 
discussions with a member of the PNDC, Mr Justice 
D.F. Annan, at his office in Accra. The delegation, led by 
the chairman of the PAC. Mr Johnson Miambo, is in 
Ghana a; part of a three-nation West African tour to seek 


support for the organization. 


Speaking to the delegation. Mr Justice Annan empha- 
sized the need for unity among the liberation movements 
in South Africa to intensify the struggle against apart- 
heid. He saiJ a concerted effort against the racist forces 
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could hasten the end of apartheid. Mr Justice Annan 
pledged that Ghana will support measures aimed at 
finding a solution to the problem posed by the apartheid 
system. He commended the PAC for having good rela- 
tions with other liberation movements in South Africa, 
and said the mark of a true political organization is that 
it can contain different shades of opinion and that the 
most important thing is that they all remain committed 
to the final goal. Mr Justice Annan called on African 
countries to give more practical support to the liberation 
movements in southern Africa because apartheid is a 
threat to the whole continent. He pledged the govern- 
ment’s contiued support to the liberation movement and 
said it will do its utmost to meet the needs of the PAC. 


On his part, Mr Mlambo said contrary to propaganda by 
the South African Government, the PAC has good 
relations with all liberation movements in the country. 
He denied that the PAC has bases outside South Africa 
and said his organization places emphasis on training 
cadres inside the country. 


Liberia 


Doe Appoints Interim Chief Justice 14 Dec 
AB142126 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 14 Dec 87 


{Text} President Samuel Kanyon Doe has appointed 
(Emmanuel Gballazen) as chief justice, interim, pending 
his confirmation by the Liberian Senate when that body 
reconvenes in regular session next month. Counsellor 
(Gballazeh) was nominated recently by President Doe to 
succeed former Chief Justice Chea Cheapoo, who was 
impeached by the Liberian Senate, according to an 
Executive Mansion release. 


Mali 


Traore Returns From Franco-African Summit 
AB132140 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2015 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The president of the Republic, GeneralMoussa 
Traore, returned to Bamako this afternoon from France 
where he attended the 14th Franco-Arrican summit. He 
was welcomed on arrival at Bamako Senou Airport by 
representatives of official organizations led by the 
UDPM [Democratic Union of Malian People] deputy 
secretary general, General Amadou Baba Diarra. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Niger 


Algabid Returns From Franco-African Summit 
AB132113 Niamey Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[Text] Prime Minister Hamid Algabid returned early this 
morning to Niamey from Antibes, France, where he 
represented Niger at the 14th Franco-African summit. 
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He was welcomed on arrival by Mr Moutari Moussa, the 
chairman of the National Development Council, and by 
Quartermaster Beidara Mamadou, the minister of state 
in charge of finance. Shortly afterwards, the prime min- 
ister was greeted by cabinet members. 


Nigeria 


Reportage on French Army Chief Forray’s Visit 


Abacha Comments Cited 
AB111133 Dakar PANA in English 1100 GMT 11 Dec 
87 


[Text] Lagos, 11 Dec (NAN/PANA)—Nigeria’s chief of 
Army Staff, Lt Gen Sani Abacha, has called for a 
stronger French commitment to end apartheid in South 
Africa. Speaking at a buffet dinner in honour of the 
French chief of Army Staff, Gen Gilbert Forray, Abacha 
said Nigeria also wanted a greater French commitment 
to promotion of peace and better relations within Africa. 


[Words indistinct] gratitude France’s [word indistinct] 
policy of non-alignment, which he said was misunder- 
stood by most nations, including the superpowers. He 
said the Nigerian Army would continue to take full 
advantage of France’s technological advancement in 
pursuit of its modernisation programme. On military 
cooperation, Abacha said that the Nigerian Armed 
Forces had benefited in areas of military training and 
sourcing of military equipment. 


Responding, Gen Forray said Nigeria could count on 
France’s support in the fight against apartheid and other 
forms of oppression in the world. He said Nigeria and 
France enjoyed excellent relations which were expressed 
in equipment purchase and manpower development. 


Calls on Babangida 
AB111920 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 11 Dec 87 


[Text] President Ibrahim Babangida said that Nigeria 
will continue to maintain cordial political and economic 
relations with France. He gave this assurance when the 
visiting French Army chief of Staff, General Gilbert 
Forray, paid him a courtesy call in Dodan Barracks 
today. The president remarked that the exchange of 
visits by senior military personnel of both countries will 
promote mutual understanding. 


In his response, Gen Forray said his visit was in recog- 
nition of the important role Nigeria played in promoting 
peace and stability in Africa and the West African 
subregion. He stated that his visit was also intended to 
reinforce the strong ties existing between the French and 
the Nigerian Armies. 
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Navy To Acquire 2 Italian-made Minesweepers 
AB132209 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
2100 GMT 13 Dec 87 


[Text] A member of the AFRC [Armed Forces Ruling 
Council], Rear Admiral Murtala Nyako, has said that 
work has been completed on two mine countermeasure 
vessels being built for the Nigerian Navy. He told 
newsmen in Lagos that the first of the two vessels was 
commissioned at an Italian shipyard in August. Rear 
Admiral Nyako, who is also the flag officer commanding 
the Western Naval Command, said that he was not sure 
whether the vessels would arrive in the country this year 
or early next year. The vessels are designed to detect and 
sweep mines from water channels to allow unhindered 
movement of the country’s warships. 


New Military Governors for 5 States Appointed 
AB151258 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1200 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Text] New military governors have been appointed for 
five states in the federation. The states are Anambra; 
Benue; Niger; Ondo; and Kwara. Colonel (Bob Akonobi) 
takes over from Group Captain Samson Emeruah as 
governor of Anambra State while Colonel Idriss Garba 
replaces Colonel Ishaya Bakut in Benue State. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel (Anwal Gwadebe) assumes office as gover- 
nor of Niger State in place of Lieutenant Colonel Garba 
Mohammed. In other postings, Commander (David 
George) take over from Colonel Okundayo Opaleye as 
Ondo State governor while Group Captain (Al Alkhali) 
becomes governor of Kwara State, in place of Colonel 
Ahmed Abdullahi. 


Announcing the appointments in Lagos today, the chief 
of General Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, said 
that the former governors of the five states have been 
posted back to their various services. He emphasized 
that political appointments of [words indistinct] officers 
must be seen and treated as military assignments. He 
said military officers were part and parcel of govern- 
ment, irrespective of offices held by them and [words 
indistinct]. The new military governors will be sworn-in 
on 17 December. 


General Staff Chief Lauds Local Elections 
AB141904 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Text] The chief of General Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, has said that in spite of hitches caused by 
logistic problems, the outcome of last Saturday’s local 
government elections is encouraging. In an interview 
with Dodan Barracks’ correspondents today during the 
meeting of the National Council of State, Vice Adm 
Aikhomu said that his remark was based on reports 
received from various state governors on the conduct of 
the elections in all the states of the federation. He stated 
that for a 4-month-old electoral commission it was a job 
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well done. The chief of General Staff expressed the hope 
that the NEC [National Electoral Commission] would 
learn from its mistakes in planning for future elections. 


On the 1988 budget, the chief of General Staff said that 
the government would take measures that would make 
life more bearable in the new year. 


Also, members of the National Council of State have 
unanimously agreed that the local government elections 
was a success. In separate interviews with State House 
correspondents today, the governors of Kaduna, Plateau, 
Ondo, and Kwara States said that the 4-month-old NEC 
earned pass marks in their areas in its first major 
election. Hitches were, however, recorded in Illorin, 
Kwara State, Akure in Ondo State, and Mafia in Plateau 
State. 


Electoral Commissioners To Meet 
AB151348 Paris AFP in English 1315 GMT 15 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] Lagos, Dec 15 (AFP)—Nigeria’s National Elec- 
toral Commission said Tuesday [15 December] that state 
electoral commissioners would meet Sunday to [words 
indistinct] are to be cancelled in last week’s problem- 
plagued municipal elections. “(?All) the 21 electoral 
commissioners are expected in Lagos Sunday for the 
meeting,” the spokesman for the commission, Tonnie 
Iredia, told AFP. 


Election officials have been sifting through the returns of 
Nigeria’s first election in four years of military rule to 
identify which wards were hardest hit by the shortage of 
election materials [words indistinct] of the votes. “We 
haven’t yet identified the (?areas) [words indistinct] the 
results will be cancelled,” said Mr Iredia. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Commentary Views Elections 
AB151013 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Dec 87 


[Adelani Oyetunde commentary] 


[Text] Last Saturday, millions of Nigerians went to the 
polls to cast their votes in the local government election. 
It was the first in the series of elections to be held 
between now and 1992 when the present military admin- 
istration intends to hand over the reins of government to 
civilians. Chairmen and councillors were to be elected 
for all 301 local governments in the country on a 
nonparty basis. 


When the program to return the country to civil rule was 
announced by President Ibrahim Babangida a few 
months ago, political commentators and observers 
viewed the arrangement as an innovation in the Nigerian 
electoral process and the people received the whole 
package of the transition program with high hopes and 
expectations. Shortly after unfolding the transition pro- 
gram, the government set the machinery in motion for its 
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implementation. First was the launching of the mass 
mobilization for economic recovery, self-reliance, and 
social justice, MAMSER. Next was the setting up of the 
National Electoral Commission [NEC] charged with the 
responsibility of organizing and conducting elections 
during the transition period. The commission was given 
about 6 months to organize and conduct the first elec- 
tion. 


It is important to say here that the commission set about 
its enormous task on a very difficult terrace. There were 
various problems to contend with. These included prob- 
lems of accomodation, recruitment or secondment of 
capable and adequate hands, and that of mobility. All 
this notwithstanding, the commission had a deadline 
which must be strictly adhered to if it must meet the 
confidence of the military administration that set it up. 
It hurriedly prepared a timetable for last Saturday's 
elections. First was the registration of voters followed by 
the compilation of the register. Next was the display of 
voters’ registers throughout the country. Then there was 
the nomination of candidates and objections to nomina- 
tions before the final lists of candidates were published. 
And because of the nature of the election, it was difficult 
for the commission to control the number of candidates 
that could be nominated for the post of councillors and 
chairmen of local governments. Many constituencies 
and wards came up with long lists of candidates. 


Definitely, the number of candidates was far more than 
what was envisaged by the commission. It happened that 
in a local goverment area for example, more than 20 
candidates were nominated for the post of chairmen. 
Such a multiple candidate system in the Nigerian envi- 
ronment cannot but compound existing problems. In an 
attempt to be fair to all aspirants, the NEC took into 
consideration the high number of contestants. Where it 
succeeded in providing voting materials like ballot 
papers that contained more than 20 names or symbols, 
these were manipulated in some areas. Consequently, 
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thousands of voters got to the polls only to find that the 
symbols of their candidates were not on the ballot 
papers. Most of them went back home disappointed 
while others caused disorder at various centers. 


Not only that. The final voters’ register in many centers 
was very defective as many names were omitted. An 
example is the case of a state governor who got to the 
polling center to discover that the name of his wife, with 
whom he had registered for the election in the glare of 
publicity, was not on the voter’s list. Also, there was the 
case of a traditional ruler who waited patiently in his car 
for hours expecting his ward to find his name in the 
register but in vain. 


These and other instances put a question mark on the 
efficiency of some officials of the commission. Some of 
them, who were late in arriving at polling centers, 
blamed this on the restriction placed on the movement 
of people and vehicles which allowed only a few vehicles 
to be on the roads. Some unpatriotic Nigerians took 
advantage of the obvious lapses in the arrangement for 
the elections to perpetrate all sorts of malpractices. But 
there is consolation in the fact that last Saturday’s local 
government election was an experiment which could and 
must be improved upon in subsequent elections. 


Senegal 


Joint Miliary Maneuvers With France End 
AB111845 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1300 GMT 11 Dec 87 


[Excerpt] The end of the French-Senegalese military 
maneuvers was marked in Kaolack yesterday by a meal 
attended by officers of both countries. The ceremony 
took place at [name indistinct] Camp in the presence of 
administrative authorities of the region. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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